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Embracing Nature: Unveiling the Essence of Liu Zongyuan's
Garden Design Philosophy
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Abstract Keywords
Liu Zongyuan, a renowned garden designer during the Middle Tang Dynasty, engaged in Nature; Design; Liu Zongyuan;
early theoretical contemplation and practical investigation of garden design amid the socio- Gardens

cultural shifts of the era. This study meticulously examines Liu Zongyuan's garden-related
works, including poems and records, by extracting insights on garden design from the
Complete Works of Liu Zongyuan, supplemented by historical accounts and contemporary
research. Employing a methodological approach that integrates literature review, textual
analysis, and inductive reasoning, the paper presents a detailed exploration of Liu
Zongyuan's garden design philosophy across three dimensions: design exploration, design
analysis, and design articulation. Findings reveal that his approach was rooted in a natural
aesthetic, emphasizing a study of natural elements and an expression of natural concord,
embodying the principle of 'harmony with nature.' Liu Zongyuan's insights into the human-
nature nexus offer valuable lessons for modern urban garden planning and ecological
design.
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Tab.1 Liu Zongyuan's major garden design practices and related garden literature
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Fig.1 Liu Zongyuan's tour route of his aesthetic expedition to the Western Mountains
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Tab.2 The two spatial types of open and aeolian landscapes and their associated characteristics
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Fig.2 Experiential modes of wilderness and orography
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Fig.3 Natural and harmonious treatment (the way of heaven,
earth and humans)
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