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Abstract: There are many species of orchids in ancient China and the
ancient Chinese classification methods of orchids are diversified. The
classification methods of orchids in ancient China are summarized
based on ancient literature and books. It is found that the ancients
adopted various classification methods according to the different
biological characteristics of orchids, such as the classification of
spring orchids, summer orchids, autumn orchids and winter orchids
with different flowering periods, the classification of purple orchids,
white orchids and Suxin orchids according to the different flower
colours, and the classification of Mei petal, lotus petals and Shuixian
petals according to the different petal shapes. Among them, the
classification according to the flowering period and flower colour
is the simplest one, while the classification according to the petal
shape is a more detailed and microscopic method. From simple to
meticulous, it reflects the progress of ancient people's aesthetic
understanding of orchids.

Keywords: Ancient Chinese orchid; Classification methods;
Flowering period; Flower colour; Petals shape
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