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Research on Characteristics of Ancient Tree Resources in Yuancheng District, Heyuan City,
Guangdong, China
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Abstract: Based on reviewing historical data, ancient trees in
Yuancheng District of Heyuan City are investigated plant by plant
through field investigation and visiting the local people. The results
show 86 ancient trees in Yuancheng District, belonging to 16
families, 19 genera and 22 species, with Ficus microcarpa, Cordia
dichotoma and Camphora officinarum as the main ones. The ancient
trees in Yuancheng District are generally young, with 83 third-
grade ancient trees, 2 second-grade ancient trees, and just 1 first-
grade ancient tree, the Ficus virens, which is over 800 years old.
The overall growth of ancient trees is good and they are mainly
protected as Fengshui trees in front of and behind village houses.
The main reasons for the weakening and endangerment of some
of the plants are the changing of the site interpretation due to the
rapid development and expansion of the city, lack of management
and protection, and infestation by pests and diseases. Based on the
survey results, recommendations are made for the management
and preservation of ancient tree resources, to improve the archives
of ancient trees, and to fully explore the cultural and landscape
values of the ancient trees in Yuancheng District.
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