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A Textual Study on Four Subtropical Plants of Shanglinyuan in Western Han Dynasty
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Abstract: Shanglinfu records the plants, animals, architecture,
landscape and garden activities of Shanglin Garden in the Western Han
Dynasty, and is an important document for the study of imperial gardens
of the Han Dynasty.Because fu literature reflects the social fashion of the
Western Han Dynasty, the authenticity of the content it describes remains
to be verified.By studying the climatic conditions and social development
of Chang 'an in the Western Han Dynasty, as well as other relevant
historical materials, this paper verifies whether the four subtropical
plants described in the Ode on Shanglin Park existed in Shanglin Park
in the Western Han Dynasty.It was found that litchi and areca palm had
other records of transplanting, but they did not survive for a long time
in Shanglin Park.Due to the lack of data and its high requirements on
environment, the probability of transplantation in Shanglin Park is very
small, while palm is the most likely to be transplanted in Shanglin Park of
Western Han Dynasty due to its strong adaptability.It is hoped that this
study can broaden the thinking of classical garden research and provide
reference for a clearer and more rigorous understanding of imperial
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gardens in the Western Han Dynasty.
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