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A Restoration Research of Xu Jingwen’s Zizhi Garden in Suzhou in the Late Ming Dynasty
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Abstract: Xu Jingwen’s Zizhi Garden in the late Ming Dynasty is the
outstanding representative of gardens of Xu Family, topping the
list of rockery in Suzhou. It has existed for 99 years, during which
it experienced several rises and falls, and was finally burned and
destroyed in a fire, leaving no traces. This research deduces the
development of Zizhi Garden and figures out the site location by
the comparison of different literatures. Based on the analysis of
literatures about Zizhi Garden, the research tries to restore the layout
and scenery configuration and analyzes the design characteristics of
Zizhi Garden. The result shows that Zizhi Garden has a high density
of buildings and a variety of architectural forms. Also, winding
pond can be seen in Zizhi Garden, which has strong features of the
transition period of gardening design in the late Ming Dynasty. The
rockery design still focuses on the visual effect of peak, which falls
behind the times.

Key words: Landscape architecture; Zizhi Garden; Layout restoration;
Design features ; Garden in the late Ming Dynasty
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