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From Dunhuang to Uji: the Influence of Chinese Pure Land Belief on Japanese Garden
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Abstract: After Buddhism was introduced to China, a localized
belief in Pure Land was formed. Due to the influence of this belief,
Dunhuang Pure Land Murals were created in China, and the Pure
Land Gardens based on the Chinese Pure Land Murals were built by
the nobles in Japan to regain life in the bliss. This article discusses
the influence of Chinese Pure Land Belief on Japanese Pure Land
Gardens, by comparing and analyzing Dunhuang Murals and the
Byodo-In Temple. In ideology, the Pure Land Garden was thought
as an ideal world. In design, it emphasizes the integration of
architecture and pond. In the way of sightseeing, it pays attention
to far-sighted and meditation. Simultaneously, the article explores
the influence of the Pure Land Belief on the development of later
Japanese gardens, that is, painting began to become the model of
Japanese gardens, and a non-participatory tour method which focus
on spiritual experience was established. These influences eventually
took the temple gardens as the representative of Japanese gardens.

Key words: The Pure Land Belief; Dunhuang Murals; Japanese
garden; The Byodo-In Temple
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